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The simple petal shape takes center stage in this charming book, Playful Petals by Corey Yoder.

Each of the 18 appliquÃ© projects employ simple piecing techniques; the appliquÃ© is

straightforward, eliminating the need for reverse templates, additional seam allowances, and time

consuming methods. The techniques are well suited for sewists of all levels.
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I bought this book because I just purchased the Accu-Quilt Orange Peel die (same shape but not

size as those used in the quilts in this book) and was fascinated by the brief sneak peak posted

here on  in terms of the different variations of quilts that could be made with just this one applique

shape and was not disappointed at all. If I were only rating the book on design, I would have given it

a 5 star rating however due to some serious problems with the book's tutorials and illustrations I had

to mark it down to a 3 star rating. There are 8 quilts with 8 matching pillows, and I absolutely loved

at least half the pillow designs and half the quilt designs. While the applique shape is the same, they

vary in size according to the pattern, however, all templates are provided full size in the book

(digitized, not hand drawn). I also love the fact that the pillows were "quilted" for the front and made

to be used with standard size pillow forms and an "envelope" style backing (no zippers, button holes

etc.) I also thought the instructions for the "window fusible applique" method was very good. I did

have a few "issues" with the book that I felt could have been improved. The first 30 pages discuss

"quilt making" - if you've never made a quilt before, I don't think there is enough information in these

30 pages to teach you all the ins and outs of piecing, quilting and binding a quilt, you really need a



separate book that just focuses on quilt making to learn all the essentials. I think these pages could

have been more wisely used to focus on one area that was almost completely ignored in the book

yet very essential to the success of making these quilts - applique placement.
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